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and always has been, the ruling spirit of the Anglo-Saxon race." Hooker, 
in fact, was far from understanding the real meaning of democracy, 
and in making "the people" the source of governmental authority he 
meant the few who had the suffrage, and not the masses. In common 
with most men in New England, he looked upon the suffrage as a privi- 
lege, a badge of aristocracy, and not as a right incident to American 
manhood. This is proved by the very terms of the "Fundamental Laws." 
In the towns of Connecticut, as in the towns of the other New England 
colonies, a favored few controlled affairs, and the majority had no voice. 
In none of the colonies was the tenure of office more constant or per- 
severing than in Connecticut. Weeden {Economic and Social History 
of New England) says the New England institutions "were democratic 
in form, but aristocratic in the substance of the administration." The 
book is beautifully and copiously illustrated. 

Reminiscences of Peace and Wab. By Mrs. Roger A. Pryor. New 
York: The MacMillan Company. 1904. 

Mrs. Pryor gives the public in this work a beautiful account of her 
experiences from 1850 to 1805. Her reminiscences are related in con- 
versational style, and while strictly regardful of the facts, have the 
delightful freshness of a romance. We have charming pictures of Jef- 
ferson Davis, Stephen A. Douglas, General McClellan, General R. E. 
Lee, Roger A. Pryor, Henry .a. Wise, and many other prominent men. 
She is very successful in giving the true feelings of die Southern people, 
and shows her sympauiy with them in her language, which has no tinge 
of bitterness or resentment. This is as it should be. Among Northern 
men, General McClellan is represented, as he deserves, the perfect type 
of a humane general, whose career at the head of a hostile army won 
the highest respect of his foes. The book is illustrated with portraits 
of the author, Lady Napier and her sons, Mrs. Stephen A. Douglas, Mrs. 
Agnes Hall McCormick, General Roger A. Pryor, and General Robert E. 
Lee. 

The Griffins. A Colonial Tale. By Mary Stuart Young. New York 
and Washington: The Neal Publishing Company. 1904. 
The turning-point of this sweet story of Colonial life is historical — 
tihe marriage of Cyrus Griffin to Lady Christine Stuart, daughter of the 
Earl of Traquaire. Judge Griffin was President of the Continental Con- 
gress and first Judge of the United States District Court for Virginia. 
While a student of law at the Temple in London, he visited Traquaire 
Castle, in Scotland, met the Lady Christine, courted her, married her 
and brought her to America; and now both lie side by siae in old 
Bruton church-yard, in Vv llliamsburg. In many other particulars the 
work is not ideal, but true. We are introduced to many fine old Vir- 
ginia customs, and enter homes like Rippon Hall, on the York, which 
had once a real existence. In Chapter XVI. we are given a fine account 
of a Virginia Christmas. Mrs. Young is to be congratulated on this 
little book, which clothes truth with so many romantic charms. 



